Preface

This Bulletin is a product of the working group
‘Industrialisation  Strategies’ of the European
Association of Development Institutes (EADI).

At the general EADI conference in Oslo, June 1990,
members of the working group expressed interest in
exploring the relevance of flexible specialisation for
Third World industry, especially small-scale industry.
A workshop on this issue was convened in Copenhagen,
June 1991, attracting 20 participants from all over
Europe. This Bulletin presents an edited version of
some of the contributions to this workshop. A common
objective of all contributors is to explore how the
insights of the flexible specialisation approach can be
used to inform research and policy making in industrial
development of less developed countries. Some
progress has been made but many issues remain
unresolved. The working group therefore pursues its

work on new forms of industrial organisation in less
developed countries with a workshop in Lund,
Sweden, in June 1992.

The editors wish to thank EADI for providing the
umbrella under which this collective work has taken
place; the Centre for Development Research, Copen-
hagen, for financial support and hospitality during the
1991 workshop; and the Overseas Development
Administration, London, for supporting the work on
this Bulletin. The views expressed are those of the
authors and do not necessarily carry the endorsement
of these institutions.
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