Notes on Contributors

Paz Arancibia is studying a Masters in Governance
and Development at the Institute of Development
Studies (IDS) at the University of Sussex. She has
a Bachelor Degree in Political Science and
Sociology at the Universidad Complutense of
Madrid. She has more than 12 years of
professional experience in the field of
development. She has worked for several NGOs,
and for the United Nations in a wide variety of
contexts in Latin America, North and sub-Saharan
Africa. Her fields of expertise include civil society,
institutional building and more recently,
organisational change within the UN reform.

Laura Bolton has a background in economics and
specialises in statistical analysis and research.
She is an editor within Knowledge Services at IDS
and has significant experience in monitoring and
evaluation for the department. She is currently
expanding into the area of environmental
economics.

Sarah Cook is a Research Fellow at IDS. Her
research focuses on the social consequences of
economic reform in China. She is Director of a
research programme on Social Protection in
Asia. Other current projects include work on
informal employment, social welfare and public
service provision in China.

Mark Davies is a manager of the Centre for Social
Protection at IDS, having previously worked with
the UK Department for International
Development in Africa and London as a
livelihoods advisor. He has practical and research
experience working in social protection, food
security, livelihoods, poverty and vulnerability.
He has worked extensively in Ghana, Kenya and
Malawi, working within bilateral agencies,
multilateral organisations, in close partnership
with government and NGOs. Mark has an in-
depth knowledge of the policies, institutions and
processes that influence both social protection
policy and programming.

Ricardo Gottschalk is an economist with long-
term experience in applied quantitative work and

macroeconomic policy analysis. He has worked
extensively on topics such as capital flows to
developing countries, the macroeconomic
framework of Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers
(PRSPs) and developing country responses to
shocks. He has worked as consultant to the
European Commission, G-24, the UN Conference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), (UN
Development Programme (UNDP), the UN
Research Institute for Social Development
(UNRISD) and the governments of various sub-
Saharan African countries, including Ethiopia, to
whom he has provided technical assistance on
macroeconometric modelling and forecasting. He
was an IDS Research Fellow between February
1999 and April 2009, and currently holds a Senior
Lecturer position at the Middlesex University
Business School.

Jing Gu has a substantial background in the judicial
profession and in business in China. She is an
elected Council Member of the British Association
of Chinese Studies, an invited speaker at
international conferences and workshops, and has
acted as a governmental and NGO consultant. She
has undertaken extensive research fieldwork across
China and Africa. Her research interests include
China and development policy, governance and
accountability and trade and sustainable
development. Currently, she is leading a major
research project on China and Africa’s development
policy including Chinese Investment in Africa.

Naomi Hossain is a political sociologist and a
Research Fellow in the Participation, Power and
Social Change team at IDS. Her research has
focused on the politics of poverty, particularly
elite attitudes and the politics of public service
delivery.

John Humphrey is a Professorial Fellow at IDS
and team leader of the Globalisation Team. He
has worked extensively on how inter-firm
linkages operate in international trade, with
particular specialisation in the horticulture and
automotive industries. He is a co-founder and
convenor of the Global Value Chain Initiative.
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Rakhil Kahlon is presently working as an officer
of the Himachal Pradesh Administrative
Services, India and was deputed by the
Government of India for an MA in Governance
and Development at IDS. His main research
interest lies in delivering efficient, transparent,
responsive services.

Nobuhiro Komoto is a Masters student at IDS.
He has worked for the Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry of Japan since 2004. His
specialisation has been the reform of corporate
tax to promote growth and innovation and the
industrial policies on manufacturing industries
to enhance their competitiveness in the global
economy. He graduated from the Civil
Engineering department, University of Tokyo in
2004 and also studied in the University of
California, Berkeley and the Beijing University
of Post and Telecommunication.

Neil McCulloch is an economist specialising in the
analysis of poverty in developing countries and
the linkages between poverty and both global and
local economic reform. Neil has led research on
the Rural Investment Climate in Indonesia and
has worked on the relationship between growth
and poverty reduction in that country. He has also
co-written a book entitled Trade Liberalisation and
Poverty: A Handbook, for the UK Department for
International Development (DFID), which
provides a comprehensive analysis of the evidence
linking trade liberalisation and poverty and
guidelines for how policymakers can ensure that
policies of economic integration are pro-poor.

J. Allister McGregor has a background in
economics and social anthropology and
specialises in studying the ways that systems of
governance and the formulation and
implementation of development policies impact
upon poor people. His most recent work has been
on conceptualising and operationalising a social
conception of wellbeing, both as a way of
critically analysing the persistence of poverty and
as a means of re-evaluating development policy
and practice. He is the author of the introduction
and concluding chapters in Wellbeing in Developing
Countries: from Theory to Research (Cambridge
University Press 2007).

Mary Munyi has background studies in BA
Anthropology from the University of Nairobi,
Kenya, and is currently studying for an MA at

IDS. She has seven years’ experience working in
community development projects in Nairobi,
Kenya. Her interest is in the area of youth and
development, and she considers youth
mentorship programmes to be of great
importance. Mary believes that more equal
opportunities should be granted to children and
youths in education as a development focus,
particularly to prepare them to overcome the
intergenerational poverty cycle.

John Myers has worked, since 1991, in
Humanitarian Aid with a number of
international NGOs, the UN and EU
institutions. His work has been based in
Afghanistan, Burundi, The Democratic Republic
of the Congo and Mozambique. He holds a BSc
in Development Studies from the University of
East Anglia, and is currently completing an MA
in Governance and Development at IDS.

Tonaina Ngororano is completing a Masters in
Governance and Development at IDS. Previously,
she worked for the African Development Bank in
Tunis as a socioeconomist, involved in the
preparation, appraisal and supervision of
development projects in eastern and western
Africa. In this capacity she has worked in various
sectors including human development,
agriculture and rural development and
governance. Tonaina has an undergraduate
degree from the University of Sussex in
Development Studies and French, and a
postgraduate degree from the London School of
Economics in Social Policy and Planning in
Developing Countries.

George Omondi is completing a Masters degree
in Governance and Development at IDS. He is on
leave from the African Research and Resource
Forum (ARRF), Kenya, where he works on
regional dimensions of national development
policies in the East African Community (EAC)
and state-reconstruction in Southern Sudan. He
holds a Bachelors degree in Economics from the
University of Dar es Salaam and a postgraduate
diploma in Project Planning and Management
from the University of Nairobi. His academic
interests are in governance in highly polarised
societies and the political economy of policy
reforms.

Sherman Robinson is a Research Fellow at IDS.
His research interests include international trade,
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macroeconomic policy and income distribution.
He worked at the International Food Policy
Research Institute (IFPRI) 1993-2004, as Director
of the Trade and Macroeconomics Division
(1993-2003), and Institute Fellow (2003-2004).
Previously, he was Professor of Agricultural and
Resource Economics at the University of
California, Berkeley. He has worked as consultant
at the World Bank and held appointments at the
US Department of Agriculture; the US
Congressional Budget Office and the President’s
Council of Economic Advisers (Clinton
administration), on international trade issues.

Anna Schmidt is Research Fellow in the
Governance Team at IDS. She conducts
academic and policy research across a range of
international relations and political governance
issues. Her particular research interests are the
theory and politics of international organisations,
humanitarian aid and forced migration as well as
social network theory. Her regional focus is on
sub-Saharan Africa. From 2006-07, she was Jean
Monnet Fellow at the European University
Institute in Florence.

Prabal Sepaha is a science graduate from Bhopal
University, Bhopal. He then studied economics
and law at the Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya,
Indore. In 1993, he joined the Madhya Pradesh
State Administrative Service (MPSAS), in India
and has several years’ field experience,
particularly in land revenue administration,
rural development, urban administration,
literacy mission, water shed management and
urban water supply systems. He is currently
pursuing a Masters course in Governance and
Development at IDS.

Andy Sumner is a Fellow of the VPR Team at IDS
and a cross-disciplinary economist. His work
relates to the intersection of poverty,
vulnerability and policy processes in three areas:
(1) pro-poor policy processes, policy influence
and the evidence-policy interface; (2) childhood
and inter-generational transmission(s) of multi-
dimensional vulnerability and wellbeing and

(3) future(s) mapping, multiple crises, the
MDGs and development after the MDGs. Andy
has worked for DFID, International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD), SCF (Save

the Children), UNICEF, UNDP and the World
Bank Institute (WBI). His work has focused on
Ethiopia, Tanzania, Uganda, India, Indonesia
and Vietnam. He is Head of Graduate
Programmes at IDS.

Dirk Willenbockel is an economist with a PhD
from the London Business School. He has been a
Research Fellow at IDS since 2006 and was
previously at Middlesex University London and
the Science Centre Berlin (WZB). His current
research focuses on trade, growth and
development and on the economics of climate
change impacts and adaptation in low-income
countries. Recent work in these areas include
projects for the World Bank, the European
Commission, the International Labour Office
(ILO) and the UN World Food Programme. He
has published widely on applied quantitative
trade and fiscal policy analysis.

Sara J. Wolcott is an MA student within the
KNOTS (Knowledge, Technology & Society)
team at IDS. During her time at IDS, she
started the Moral Economy Working group and
has been engaged in integrating ‘green’ solutions
to responses to the financial crisis. Outside of
IDS, she is the Editor in Chief for
JustMeans.com. Originally trained in
anthropology, she worked in media in East Africa
and the USA, and has worked in think tanks,
NGOs, and not-for-profit organisations. She is
also a public speaker and poet.

Kim Yeojeong was Chief of Staff to Song Young
Kil, the National Assembly, between 2007 and
2008, responsible for the policy process on
international affairs, North Korea Nuclear
Crisis, EU-Korea I'ree Trade Parliamentary
Study Group and US-Korea Free Trade
Parliamentary Study Group. Previously, he was
Director of International Relations, Uri Party,
Seoul and handled international media
correspondence. In 2002, he was Officer of
International Relations for President Candidate
Noh Moo Hyun, New Millennium Democratic
Party, Seoul. He was also correspondent for the
Joongang Daily Newspaper, dealing with reporting
on the East Timor Referendum Process and
deployment of the Korean Peace Keeping Force
in East Timor.
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