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Hussainatu J. Abdullah is a sociologist and an
independent scholar with extensive research and
consultancy experience in West Africa. She has
provided consultancy services for the Swedish
NGO Foundation on Human Rights,
International Labour Organization (ILO),
UNFPA, UNICEF, Ford Foundation and the
African Union, on women’s human rights,
democracy, labour and employment relations and
post-conflict reconstruction processes.

Mulki Al-Sharmani is Assistant Professor of
Anthropology at the Social Research Center, at the
American University in Cairo. She is also adjunct
teaching faculty at the Institute for Gender and
Women’s Studies, and the Center for Migration
and Refugee Studies at the same university.

Andrea Cornwall is a social anthropologist, and
works on gender, sexuality, rights and
participation. She is Director of the DFID-
funded Pathways of Women’s Empowerment
Research Programme Consortium (RPC). Her
publications include the edited collections,
Realizing Rights: Transforming Approaches to Sexual
and Reproductive Wellbeing, with Alice Welbourn
(2002, London: Zed Books), Feminisms in
Development: Challenges, Contestations and
Contradictions, with Elizabeth Harrison and Ann
Whitehead (2007, London: Zed Books) and The
Politics of Rights: Dilemmas for Feminist Praxis, with
Maxine Molyneux (2006, London: Routledge).

Ana Alice Alcântara Costa is a political scientist
working at the Federal University of Bahia. She
has a post-doctorate from the Institute of
Women’s Studies at the Autonomous University
of Madrid. Her main interest is the study of
women’s participation in political spaces and she
has been working on gender, citizenship, political
behaviour, public policy and feminism. Ana Alice
is also Coordinator of the Postgraduate
Programme for the Nucleus of Interdisciplinary
Studies at the Federal University of Bahia.

Akosua K. Darkwah teaches Sociology at the
University of Ghana and is currently a visiting

professor in the Department of Cultural
Anthropology at the Duke University in Durham,
North Carolina. She studies the impact of
changes in the global economy on women’s work
in the Ghanaian context.

Jenny Edwards is the Programme Officer for the
Pathways of Women’s Empowerment Research
Programme Consortium. Her main
responsibilities and interests lie in
communications for the programme. She
previously worked as Team Administrative
Coordinator for the Vulnerability and Poverty
Reduction team at IDS.

Rosalind Eyben is a Fellow at IDS and a
researcher in the Pathways of Women’s
Empowerment RPC. Before joining IDS in 2002
she was a policy practitioner in international
development organisations, including in relation
to women’s empowerment. Previous publications
that draw on that experience have been
published, with R. Napier-Moore, in Third World
Quarterly 2009 30.2: 285–300 and 2006  27.4:
595–608, as well as in A. Cornwall, E. Harrison
and A. Whitehead (eds), Feminisms in Development:
Contradictions, Contestations and Challenges (2007,
London: Zed Books).

Terezinha Gonçalves is a Brazilian feminist
activist and economist with a MD from the
School of Agronomy, Federal University of Bahia
(UFBA), Brazil. She is an associate researcher at
the Nucleus for Interdisciplinary Women’s
Studies in Brazil – NEIM/UFBA. She is also an
adviser for the Town Councillor Chamber of
Salvador, Bahia. In addition she is a consultant
for the UNIFEM/State Secretary for Promotion
of Equality programme – SEPROMI.

Lopita Huq is a Senior Research Associate at the
BRAC Development Institute working on the
Deepening Democracy, Building Citizenship and
Promoting Participation research project since
April 2007. Her main areas of experience include
qualitative research on adolescents, marriage,
dowry and recently on studying grassroots
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organisations, citizenship and rights. She has
MAs in Political Studies from Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi (1993) and in Cultural
Anthropology (with a focus on gender) from the
New School for Social Research, New York (1997).

Samia Huq is a PhD candidate in Anthropology at
Brandeis University, USA. Her doctoral
dissertation is on religious study/Quran reading
groups in urban Bangladesh. Her area of interest
is religious revival, religious identity, religion and
gender. She is currently a senior research
associate at the BRAC Development Institute,
BRAC University and a researcher in the
Pathways of Women’s Empowerment RPC, South
Asia hub. She is part of the Changing Narratives
of Sexuality team and is doing research on
women’s everyday engagement with religion, and
the emergence of the twenty-first century
Bangladeshi woman through her straddling, over
several decades, between religion, tradition,
secularism and modernity.

Aisha Fofana Ibrahim holds a PhD and is a
feminist scholar and advocate. She is currently
the Acting Director of the Gender Research and
Documentation Center (GRADOC) and
Lecturer, Language Studies Department at
Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone.
Her research interests include women in/on war,
women in African literature, gender and
citizenship, and gender and sexuality. Her most
recent publication is ‘Gender Transformations in
War and Peace: The Sierra Leonean Experience’,
in Chima J. Korieh and Philomina E. Okeke-
Ihejirika (eds) Gendering Global Transformations:
Gender, Culture, Race, and Identity (2008, New York
and Oxford: Routledge).

Penny Johnson is an associate researcher at the
Institute of Women’s Studies at Birzeit
University, where she co-edits the Review of
Women’s Studies. She is also an Associate Editor of
the Jerusalem Quarterly. Recent publications
include ‘Violence all Around Us: Dilemmas of
Global and Local Agendas Addressing Violence
Against Palestinian Women, an Initial
Intervention’ in Cultural Dynamics (20.2, 2008)
and ‘Tales of Strength and Danger: Sahar and
the Tactics of Everyday Life in Amari Refugee
Camp, Palestine’ in Signs (32.3, 2007). Her
current research focuses on discourses of proper
and improper marriage in contemporary
Palestine.

Naila Kabeer is a social economist specialising in
gender, poverty, labour markets, citizenship and
social policy issues. She has extensive experience
in research, training and advisory work in these
fields. Among her more recent publications are
Mainstreaming Gender in Social Protection for the
Informal Economy (2008, London: Commonwealth
Secretariat), The Power to Choose: Women and Labour
Market Decisions in London and Dhaka (2000,
London: Verso) and Inclusive Citizenship: Meanings
and Expressions (2005, London: Zed Books). She
was also the lead author of the World Survey of
Women in Development: Women’s Control over Economic
Resources and Access to Financial Resources (2009,
United Nations Division for the Advancement of
Women).

Jamesina King has an LLM from Georgetown
University Law Center, Washington DC and is a
Leadership Advocacy for Women in Africa and
Cheveney Fellow. A lawyer and women’s rights
activist, she is currently a Commissioner in the
Human Rights Commission of Sierra Leone. Her
research interests are legal reforms to advance
women’s rights, advocacy for women’s economic
empowerment and political participation.

Sohela Nazneen holds a PhD in Development
Studies and an MA in Gender and Development
from IDS. She is an Associate Professor at the
University of Dhaka, Bangladesh and a Research
Fellow for the South Asia Hub of the Pathways
for Women’s Empowerment RPC, based at
BRAC Development Institute, BRAC University.
Her research has focused on institutional
analysis of gender, including extensive work on
gender and accountability structures, and gender
analysis of NGO management practices. Her
ongoing work includes feminist movement
building in transitional contexts and women’s
participation in Islamic movements.

Aanmona Priyadarshani has a MSS from
Jahangirnagar University specialising in
anthropology. She is currently working at
Pathways of Women’s Empowerment RPC, based
at the BRAC Development Institute, BRAC
University. For Pathways she is doing research on
media and women under the ‘Changing
Narratives of Sexuality’ theme. Her areas of
interest are gender, sexuality, health, body
politics, power relations, representation,
ethnicity and other development issues.
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Samia Afroz Rahim is a researcher at the Pathways
of Women’s Empowerment RPC, South Asia,
based at the BRAC Development Institute at
BRAC University. She is also the Communications
Officer for the Programme. Samia’s interests lie
in exploring the politics around gender and
sexuality and how they intersect with different
matrices of identity. She is also exploring the use
of technology in documenting personal stories and
its potential in generating new knowledge and
bringing about social change.

Cecilia M.B. Sardenberg holds a PhD in
Anthropology from Boston University and has
been a member of the Faculty of Philosophy and
Human Sciences of the Federal University of
Bahia (UFBA) in Salvador, Brazil, since 1982.
She teaches Feminist Theories on the MA and
PhD programmes on Interdisciplinary Studies on
Women, Gender and Feminism at NEIM/UFBA.
She has worked in the area of gender and
development in Brazil, both as a practitioner and
researcher, and has published several articles on
feminist and gender studies. She is the convenor
for the Latin American Hub in the Pathways of
Women’s Empowerment RPC.

Hania Sholkamy is an Egyptian anthropologist
with a PhD from the London School of
Economics and Political Sciences, University of
London. She is currently assistant research
professor at the Social Research Center of the

American University in Cairo (AUC). Her
research interests and publications are mainly in
the fields of health, particularly reproductive
health, gender, population and qualitative
methods. She has co-edited two volumes,
Categories and Contexts: Anthropological and Historical
Studies in Critical Demography, with S. Szreter and
A. Dharmalingam (2004, New York: Oxford
University Press) and Health and Identity in Egypt,
with F. Ghanam (2004, Cairo: AUC press). She is
the convenor of the Pathways of Women’s
Empowerment RPC Arab Hub.

Maheen Sultan is Coordinator of the Pathways of
Women’s Empowerment RPC, South Asia Hub,
which is part of the Development Studies
Programme of BRAC University. She works as a
freelance consultant on social development and
gender issues. She has worked in various
multilateral/bilateral development agencies such
as the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), UNICEF and the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation (SDC). She is a
member of Naripokkho, a women’s activist
organisation in Bangladesh. She has worked
closely with the Bangladesh government in the
post-Beijing conference period on gender
mainstreaming and the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW) reporting. Her
research interests include women’s mobilisation
and organisation.




